Theatre Lab MS
38-11-05/06

	Course Title
	THEATRE LAB MS A/B

	Course Abbreviation
	THEATRE LAB A/B

	Course Code
	38-11-05/06

	Prerequisites
	none

	Notes
	grades 7 and 8

	Course Description
	This course is appropriate for students in grades seven and eight. The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for intermediate middle school theatre students to increase proficiency in design and technical theatre skills through project-based instruction and hands-on activities.  In addition, students will engage in research, reading and writing activities related to theatre.  Students will develop their understanding of stagecraft as the manipulation of technical, visual and media arts within a performance space.  Students will explore how design elements limit or enhance a performance.  Students will explore how design choices and elements contribute to the understanding of a work of theatre, and the many ways that theatrical skills develop competencies in life-long learning. Portfolios will document student learning through a sequence of projects and hands-on instructional experiences. Students will analyze the variety of ways in which universal themes are expressed in theatre and media performance styles, texts and technical production elements.

	Key Assignments
	Students write scripts and design costumes, sets, masks, puppets and props. Create/build select items. Share designs with class using digital projector or PowerPoint, then perform scenes with props, masks, etc.
After viewing samples of Kabuki theatre and traditional make-up, create a Kabuki-style mask.

Create a Javanese shadow puppet. Perform while using it on an overhead projector.
Write reviews of theatre that contain theatrical vocabulary and persuasively argue a specific point of view.
Write and perform a melodramatic scene with an archetypal villain and heroine.
Research, and then choose a possible career path in theatre. Share qualifications, education and work experience required while speaking confidently and loudly.

Work on class projects in teams that correlate to area of interest. Collaborate and problem-solve with peers on class or school-wide theatrical or film productions by running lights, sound, projections, props, front of house, etc.

	Instructional Methods
	heterogeneous groups, read and respond, literature circles, word wall, guided and assisted reading, brainstorming, compare and contrast, debate, scaffolding, modeling, model-making, direct instruction, role-playing, jigsaw, inside out circle

	Co-Curricular Work
	Students can design sets and costumes for literature covered in their Language Arts classes, then write and act out adaptations.

	Resources
	The recommended textbook for this course is Exploring Theatre, published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill.


Course Outline
Units should be presented in an integrated manner where possible.  Time spent on each unit is to be based upon the needs of the student and the instructional program.
	Foundations

Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills Unique to Theatre 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	5%

	Enduring Understanding
	In order to tell stories more effectively and make appropriate production choices, we identify dramatic elements in different media.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 1.0 ARTISTIC PERCEPTION
7th & 8th: 1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre… to describe theatrical experiences.
8th: 1.2 Identify and analyze recurring themes and patterns (e.g., loyalty, bravery, revenge, redemption) in a script to make production choices in design and direction.
1.3 Analyze the use of figurative language and imagery in dramatic texts.

	Vocabulary 
	playwright, dress rehearsal, run-through, cold reading, proscenium, thrust, arena, theme, pattern, rising action, dénouement, simile, metaphor, symbolism, subtext, stage craft

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to: 
use theatrical vocabulary when describing and evaluating theatrical experiences, and 
identify and analyze themes, patterns, figurative language, imagery and dramatic elements in scripts, citing textual evidence to support claims.

	Suggested Strategies
	heterogeneous groups, read and respond, literature circles, word wall, guided and assisted reading, inside out circle

	Sample Performance Task
	Students diagram/dissect texts to identify dramatic elements. Then students tackle themes. Finally, they identify and analyze figurative language.
Students evaluate a variety of theatrical experiences in journals and discussions and when speaking with peers and to the entire class. Theatrical vocabulary is used to describe all theatrical experiences.

	Rubric: Vocabulary
	5 Advanced
	Student exhibits a thorough understanding of five artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts

	
	4 Proficient
	Student exhibits an understanding of five artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts

	
	3 Basic
	Student exhibits an understanding of three artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts

	
	2 Below Basic
	Student exhibits a limited understanding of at least two artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student exhibits no understanding of artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts



	Rubric: Figurative Language
	5 Advanced
	Student successfully identifies subtext, metaphor and symbolism in theatrical scripts 

	
	4 Proficient
	Student generally identifies subtext, metaphor and symbolism in theatrical scripts 

	
	3 Basic
	Student understands the basic concepts of subtext, metaphor and symbolism in theatrical scripts

	
	2 Below Basic
	Student has a weak understanding of the basic concepts of subtext, metaphor and symbolism in theatrical scripts

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student does not understanding the basic concepts of subtext, metaphor and symbolism in given theatrical scripts

	Rubric: Theme
	4 Advanced
	· Identifies the theme with rich supporting details

	
	3  Proficient
	· Identifies the theme

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Attempts to identify the theme

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Does not identify the theme


	Creativity

Creating and Participating in Theatre
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	30%

	Enduring Understanding
	A unified design concept is integral to successful theatre.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 7th & 8th: 2.0 CREATIVE EXPRESSION
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Theatre
Students apply processes and skills in acting, directing, designing, and script writing to create formal and informal theatre, film/videos, and electronic media productions and to perform in them.

	Vocabulary 
	design, interpretation, scale, mood, tone, representational, non-representational, atmosphere

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to write and design, then act out formal and informal scenes that exhibit dramatic tension.

	Suggested Strategies
	Brainstorming, compare and contrast, debate, cooperative learning, readers’ theatre, scaffolding, modeling, model-making, group work, direct instruction

	Sample Performance Task
	Students write scripts and design costumes, sets, masks, puppets and props. Create/build select items. Share designs with class using digital projector or PowerPoint, then perform scenes with props, masks, etc.

	Rubric: Technical Theatre Proposal
	5 Advanced
	Student exceeds expectations in technical theatre proposal presentation using electronic media

	
	4 Proficient
	Student proposes a well developed technical theatre media presentation

	
	3 Basic
	Student presents a developed technical theatre presentation using electronic media

	
	2 Below Basic
	Student presents a partially developed technical theatre presentation using limited electronic media

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student does not show an understanding of theatrical production elements, nor use electronic media in presentation

	Rubric: Writing Scenes
	4 Advanced
	· Writes a well developed scene that includes insightful monologue, dialogue, and appropriate setting

· Performs the scene showing dynamic action and a rich range of character types

	
	3 Proficient
	· Writes a scene that includes monologue, dialogue, and setting

· Performs the scene showing action and a range of character types

	
	2 Basic
	· Writes a scene that might include monologue, dialogue, and setting

· Performs a scene showing limited action and minimal range of character types

	
	1 Below Basic
	· Does not write a scene that includes monologue, dialogue, and setting

· Does not perform a scene showing action and a range of character types


	Context

Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Theatre 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	20%

	Enduring Understanding
	Culture and context informs and shapes theatre and other multimedia entertainment.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 3.0 Historical, Cultural Context
7th: 3.1 Design and create puppets, props, costumes or sets in a selected theatrical style…



	Vocabulary 
	Javanese, Kabuki, Commedia dell’Arte, melodrama, theatre of the absurd, vaudeville, farce, musical theatre, marionettes, marotte, bunraku wayang

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to:
design masks, costumes, puppets, props and sets in a specific theatrical style, and
build masks, puppets and scale models of sets in specific styles

	Suggested Strategies
	compare and contrast, group work, direct instruction, role-playing, scaffolding, jigsaw, modeling, model-making

	Sample Performance Task
	After viewing samples of Kabuki theatre and traditional make-up, create a Kabuki-style mask.
Create a Javanese shadow puppet. Perform while using it on an overhead projector.

	Rubric
	4 Advanced
	· Analyzes stories from various cultural groups and makes an historical connection
· Designs/creates well developed sets, props and costumes that reflect the various cultural groups

	
	3 Proficient
	· Interprets how theatre and storytelling reflects the beliefs and traditions of various cultural groups

· Designs sets, props and costumes

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Vague interpretation of how theatre and storytelling reflects the beliefs and traditions of various cultural groups

· Designs some sets, props and costumes

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Does not interpret how theatre and storytelling reflects the beliefs and traditions of various cultural groups

· No evidence of sets, props and costumes

	Rubric
	4 Advanced
	· Uses rich supporting details to differentiate the theatrical traditions of cultures throughout the world

· Writes a well developed script in the style of a chosen culture

	
	3 Proficient
	· Differentiates the theatrical traditions of cultures throughout the world

· Writes a script in the style of a chosen culture

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Attempts to differentiate the theatrical traditions of cultures throughout the world

· Writes a partially developed script in the style of a chosen culture

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Unclear differentiation of theatrical traditions of cultures throughout the world

· No evidence of a script in the style of a chosen culture


	Evaluation 

Responding to, Analyzing, and Critiquing Theatrical Experiences 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	20%

	Enduring Understanding
	A component of learning is the observation and evaluation of more advanced practitioners at work.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 4.0 Aesthetic Valuing
7th: 4.1 Design and apply appropriate criteria…
8th: 4.1 Develop criteria and write a formal review of a theatrical production.

	Vocabulary 
	assess, rank, criteria, critique, aesthetics

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to analyze and evaluate theatre in formal written reviews that contain theatrical vocabulary.

	Suggested Strategies
	word wall, inside out circle, compare and contrast, debate, discussion, persuasive writing, graphic organizers

	Sample Performance Task
	Write reviews of theatre that contain theatrical vocabulary and persuasively argue a specific point of view.

	Rubric
	5 Advanced
	Student exhibits a thorough understanding of six artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts

	
	4 Proficient
	Student exhibits an understanding of six artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts

	
	3 Basic
	Student exhibits an understanding of four artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts

	
	2 Below Basic
	Student exhibits a limited understanding of at least three artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student exhibits no understanding of artistic vocabulary terms in the creation and application of criteria charts




	Performance 

Performing and Participating in Theatre
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	5%

	Enduring Understanding
	Technical elements enhance play production.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 2.0 Creative Expression
8th: 2.1 Create short dramatizations in selected styles of theatre.
8th: 2.2 Perform character based improvisations, pantomimes, or monologues, using voice, blocking and gesture to enhance meaning.

	Vocabulary 
	dramatization, technical theatre, melodrama, archetype, music hall, vaudeville, restoration, farce, musical theatre

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to plan, write, rehearse and perform scenes using technical elements in specific theatrical styles while using voice, blocking and movement to enhance meaning.

	Suggested Strategies
	brainstorming, compare and contrast, group work, narrative writing, role-playing, modeling, self-monitoring

	Sample Performance Task
	Write and perform a melodramatic scene with an archetypal villain and heroine.
Write and perform a farce about mistaken identities that contains a romance.

	Rubric
	4 Advanced
	· Uses rich supporting details to differentiate the theatrical tradition

· Writes a well developed script in the style of a chosen culture

	
	3 Proficient
	· Differentiates the theatrical tradition
· Writes a script in the style of a chosen culture

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Attempts to differentiate the theatrical tradition
· Writes a partially developed script in the style of a chosen culture

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Unclear differentiation of theatrical traditions
· No evidence of a script in the style of a chosen culture

	Rubric
	4 Advanced
	· Incorporates rich supporting details specific to the culture

	
	3 Proficient
	· Demonstrates understanding of culture in performance

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Demonstrates limited understanding of culture in performance

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Does not demonstrate understanding of culture in performance


	Connections 

Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in Theatre to Learning in Other Art Forms and Subject Areas and to Careers 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	20%

	Enduring Understanding
	Successful careers in theatre require planning, research, education and collaboration. 

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	5.0 CONNECTIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, APPLICATIONS
Essential: 8th: 5.2 Identify career options in the dramatic arts, such as cinematographer, stage manager, radio announcer, or dramaturg; and research the education, training, and work experience necessary in that field.
Supporting: 7th: 5.2 Demonstrate projection, vocal variety, diction, gesture, and confidence in an oral presentation.

	Vocabulary 
	intern, proposal, diction, gesture, Broadway, West End, Fringe, repertory, prop mistress/master

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to: 
* identify topic, then research and present information about possible careers in the arts,
* work in area of identified interest with peers while collaborating and problem-solving successfully to support a theatrical production.

	Suggested Strategies
	cooperative learning, group work, creative problem-solving, public speaking, reports, research, self-monitoring strategies

	Sample Performance Task
	Research, then choose a possible career path in theatre. Share qualifications, education and work experience required while speaking confidently and loudly.
Work on class projects in teams that correlate to area of interest. Collaborate and problem-solve with peers on class or school-wide theatrical or film productions by running lights, sound, projections, props, front of house, etc.

	Rubric: Oral Presentation
	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Volume
	Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members throughout the presentation
	Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members at least 90% of the time
	Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members at least 80% of the time
	Volume often too soft to be heard by all audience members

	
	Posture and Eye Contact
	Stands up straight, looks relaxed and confident. Establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during the presentation
	Stands up straight and establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during the presentation
	Sometimes stands up straight and establishes eye contact
	Slouches and/or does not look at people during the presentation

	
	Speaks Clearly
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, and mispronounces no words
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, but mispronounces one word
	Speaks clearly and distinctly most (94-85%) of the time. Mispronounces no more than one word
	Often mumbles or can not be understood OR mispronounces more than one word

	
	Enthusiasm
	Facial expressions and body language generate a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic in others
	Facial expressions and body language sometimes generate a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic in others
	Facial expressions and body language are used to try to generate enthusiasm, but seem somewhat faked
	Very little use of facial expressions or body language. Did not generate much interest in topic being presented

	Rubric: Collaboration
	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Problem-solving
	Actively looks for and suggests solutions to problems
	Refines solutions suggested by others
	Does not suggest or refine solutions, but is willing to try out solutions suggested by others
	Does not try to solve problems or help others solve problems. Lets others do the work

	
	Time-management
	Routinely uses time well throughout the project to ensure things get done on time. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person\'s procrastination
	Usually uses time well throughout the project, but may have procrastinated on one thing. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person\'s procrastination
	Tends to procrastinate, but always gets things done by the deadlines. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person\'s procrastination
	Rarely gets things done by the deadlines AND group has to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person\'s inadequate time management

	
	Focus on the task
	Consistently stays focused on the task and what needs to be done. Very self-directed
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done most of the time. Other group members can count on this person
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done some of the time. Other group members must sometimes nag, prod, and remind to keep this person on-task
	Rarely focuses on the task and what needs to be done. Lets others do the work

	
	Prepared-ness
	Brings needed materials to class and is always ready to work
	Almost always brings needed materials to class and is ready to work
	Almost always brings needed materials but sometimes needs to settle down and get to work
	Often forgets needed materials or is rarely ready to get to work
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